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Icarie et son Fondateur, Etienne Cabet. By Jules Pbudhom- 
MEAUx. (Paris: Edouard Comely and Company, 1907. Pp. 
xl, 688.) 

This book, presented by the author as but one chapter of a 
history of experimental socialism in the United States, is the 
fruit of travel and study at first hand in this country. The 
attempts of the Icarians at practical communism having grown 
out of the teachings of Cabet, some account of his life is given, 
especially for those years which had an appreciable influence 
upon the development of his communistic ideas. Says the author: 
" I have sought to determine the conditions which gave birth to 
the Icarian communities, reconstructing with the aid of the 
information which he has furnished us, the successive stages of 
Cabet's thought to the moment when it is expressed and devel- 
oped in the pages of the Voyage en Icarie." 

Although, at the time of the revolution of 1830, Cabet was an 
advocate of social reform to be effected through peaceable meas- 
ures only, the opposition was such that two articles of his in 
Le Pcpulaire furnished, in 1834, the pretext for his arrest and 
conviction on the charge of libel against the king. During five 
years of exile in London he had leisure and Kberty to write the 
Histoire Populaire de la Revolution. It was while engaged in the 
preparation of this work that Cabet became a communist; and 
realizing now his long-cherished hope of proposing a " programme," 
a plan of social and political organization, he gave definite form 
to his communistic ideas in the Voyage en Icarie. 

In pursuing the study of the seven Icarian settlements, tracing 
the movements of Cabet's followers through their half-century 
of efforts to put into practical experience the dream of the Voyage 
en Icarie, the author has maintained the same impartiality and 
has brought to bear the same sort of painstaking investigation 
which characterize the earlier part of his book. By a skilful 
fusing of the information furnished by the periodical publications 
of the Icarians, the journals of their assemblies, the records of 
the litigations in which they were involved, and other contem- 
porary sources, there is constructed a vivid account of the life 
in these communities. For the general reader, however, parts 
of the story are burdened with non-essential details. 
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In his conclusion the author praises the heroism and devotion 
of the Icarians who have tried to realize their dream, but he does 
not conceal his belief that their failure was inevitable. Icaria suf- 
fered from the fundamental error of communism, and succumbed 
to the inexorable workings of "the economic and psychological 
laws which it seemed by its very existence to challenge." Desiring 
to demonstrate that common ownership of property conduces 
to material prosperity, it fell under the burden of debt. " Desir- 
ing to institute among its members the reign of complete fra- 
ternity, it was torn with dissensions and hatreds. Inscribing 
over its door the great words Liberty and Equality, it was 
forced to submit under penalty of dissolution not only to the 
hard constraint of rules and - of laws, but even to what Peron 
called 'the iron discipline of demigods and their Jacobin notions 
of political infallibility.' It did not even succeed in realizing 
the essential article of its programme, the suppression of private 
property." 

Yet the history of the Icarians affords, as the author shows, 
valuable lessons for twentieth century social reformers, lessons 
warning against the attempt to create oases of perfect social 
organization apart from the vast world of ordinary men and 
women, lessons encouraging all efforts contributing to the gradual 
betterment of the whole of society. 

J. A. Morgan. 

Ithaca, N. Y. 

Problems of City Government. By L. S. Rowe. (New York: D. 
Appleton and Company, 1908. Pp. 358. $1.50 net.) 

Although primarily a political scientist, and although he writes 
as such. Professor Rowe in the present volume shows the effect 
of his economic and sociological environment. As he himself 
points out: "Viewed in this light, municipal reform becomes 
something more than a governmental problem. It assumes the 
proportions of a great social question upon which the future of 
the race depends. That the city is something more than a mere 
aggregate of individuals requires no demonstration, but that the 
peculiar conditions developing out of such close aggregation 
demand a change in our civic and political standards is a fact 
which has not received such general recognition" (p. 53). 



